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HOW TO KEEP THE PATIENT'S 
BED DRY DURINa CARRELmDAKIN 

TREATMENT 
BY MISS AMY PHIPPS. 

Where conntinulocus irrigation is ,in process 
the utmost vigilance is always needed to keep 
the patient's bed dry and comfortable, andl, by 
reason of the  nature of Carrel-Dalrin solution, 
this is  af still greater importance in connection 
with the Casrel-Dakin treatment, o s  not only 
is the patient's immedliate comfart under mn- 
sideration, but also the h(armfu1 effect o€ contact 
with the 1Qtion to the surrounding tissutes. 7% 
fully appreciate this fact, i t  mu'>t be borne in 
mind that the solution, allthough having a 
valuable healing influtencc upon wounds, proves 
intensely irritating to  the healthy skin, which, 
a€ter contact with it, quiclcly beaonics reddened 
and sore looking, and if such contact is allowed 
to go on, rapidly becomes a sore surface, which 
teiidls to ulcerate. 

The dlution $is prepared from chlorinate of 
lime, and carbtoaate and bicarboniate a€ soidk ; 
the amlcrunt of each is  very accurately triturated 
and prepared ; the process needs great care an3 
much patience after preparation. I t  i s  carefuJly 
tested before use, to see that  the right effect of 
the chemical combinatioa has been proldluoeul, 
viz., the setting free d an exact" :mount of free 
chlorine. Tlk sohtion is prepared fresh every 
day, and ds kept well oorlred in a dark $ace. 
It is usually colloured pink with aniline dye. 

The bed is prepared' with a maclrintosh ar- 
ranged under the part far application, knd' is 
prepared with a gutter leading into a bmvl. 
Where such is prmurable, a Iielly cushion 
answers the pltirpose admirably, and adds 
greatly to the patient's cmfar t .  The aisbiion 
part  is tho-rwghly carbdisd,  and arranged 
under the wound, any excess of Iluid' running 
dtow1i the Iielly qpron inta a pail. Another 
great aid to securing a dry bed! is to1 get and 
keep thle p d e n t  in as comfartable a, poaitioa as 
possible, otherwise he will m w e  abaut and' dis- 
arrangm the irrigation apparatus in trying to 
gel; so. "he two most common method's of 
applicatioln are :- 

I ,  The continums drip irrigation. 
2 .  The intermittent irrigation by instilfation. 
In the first instance the patient must n w s -  

sarily b,e in bed, except in the  case of the upper 
extremity, when he may be made comfortable 
h a chair. The ldurulche can is suspended on 
the w!a,l1 or can-stand, and so1 anranged' that the 
tubes, ending in tiny glass nozzles, are e x a d y  

over the wound, which, is usuJly.colvared with 
a layer of gauze. The tubes are provided with 
clips to regul~ata &he flow. A strip od a r i l e  
gauze, attached to a rubber tuba Eo k q  it in 
pilace, is  iasierted in the lmvestt part ob the 
wound, and by this the excess of Jobim is, to 
a large extent, led away by syplmnaga. 

By far the mwjt important factors in success- 
fdly keeping th'e patient dry are :? 

I. Keeping him comfortable. 
2. Carefully regulating the flow from the 

irrigator. 
In ' the  intermittent irrigation the wmnd is 

covered with a specially made loose gauze swab, 
lengths of sterile tubing (about g inches) are 
tied at one end, and above th i s  they are finely 
perforated with a special small " punch " for 
about one inch. The tubes; one or more, ac- 
cording to tbe size of the wound, are placed 
with the perforated end an the gauze, and kept 
in posiltloln by being strapped to the leg m e a r  
t h e  open end. Over this is placed another layer 
of gauze and a large sterile gauze pad, and' 
the wh& firmly bandaged. With a s m d  bail1 
Gyringe about 3 ss of Carrel-Dalrin sollutian 
is instilled into each tmbe every two h w s ,  day 
and night. If the limb is arranged conveniently 
beiore going ta deep the treatment can be 
carried out without disturbing the patient; and 
by day, unless ather conditions demand *it, ha 
need not stay in bed for treatment. 
The irnmediatdy surrounding skin is proc 

tected by sterile vaseline gauze " arranged 
round the edges of the wmnd and aver the 
skin. This is prepared by cutting butter muslin 
ol convenient size, sterilising it, making it in 
mndted vaseline, putting this into a. drum, and 
trenting i t  with, high-pressure steriliser. 

In  the hospital in France within t h e  writer's 
cxparience, for eighteen months the hospital 
was practically a " Carrel-Dalrin " hospital, 
with the. most gratifying rewlks. The wounds 
hesuled with extraordinmy rapidity, \vet beds 
from irrigation were practically unknown, and 
lil~ewise skin irritations. All dressings were 
carried out with gloved hands, and dressings 
:tppIied with two. pairs of dissecting grips. 

As the wound progresses, the dtischarges are 
frequently tested for germs, and when these 
are reduced -to a minimum the wmndl is, in 
favourable cases, wtlured, an4  h d s  in the 
ordinary way by primary union. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Christian has 
become President of the Hospital for Women, 
Soho, in the room of the Earl of Shaftesbury. 
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